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• ••• ?ir«t Of nil 1 an ..ritlnqr \o you *hat X already said In ny Janua- 
ry lot cox b 0*0 which 1 copied 27 times and which was intercepted 27 tlnei 
Thera are cany thing* you will be ana ted at. I hope everything *111 b# 
0&*.«* since ell these letters have beta discovered an., because 2 letters 
which I had me 1 tod into glass tubes vhich were hidden in mcltod fat » ha- 
ve also bean Intercepted, I an this tine only copying those latter? 
which are olreodj known to Zh‘: local Secret State Police. I shall than 
await your acknowledgement and on receipt of it will* write you coro 
about what is not yet kno--n at those places. One has to look out and be 
very careful. 

Living and working conditions here are increasingly developing in 
a way which force n me to consider myoolf as a civil! 'in prisoner. That In 
why for some time already I have, with Increasing insist enoe« been pu- 
shing ny efforts to go hone* Everywhere I meet with politeness, but also 
*ith refusals* Everybody display* an obvious attitude of reserve and ab- 
solutely everything ie being kept away from me. This clearly originate* 
with the public adninlntxwtlons *hlch are canning the mistrust and w hich 
are vary eager to further it* Tot 1 have never failed fro* the vary be- 
ginning to display confidence and good will. However, steadily mounting 
instead of diminishing mlstxuot obviously begin* to generate in myself 
a comprehensible suspicion. X have therefore give* up all hope of doing 
any useful work* My main target is thust” Home X go, I have had anough*- 
Heverthalosa, fro® all the experience X have gathered I fully realise 
that chances of mooeso for roquets and pat it ions In thlc m tter are ve- 
ry — r Although I shall continue to grudge no pains in repeating 
again and again *y request*, I doubt whether the administration will sve: 
grow weary of them* It will end by turning a deaf Oar, endlessly delay- 
ing and suspending everything. Therefore, the homo country has got to go* 
busy! 

An initiative in this direction would possibly be to get the GDC 
to address tbo Control Council by depleting ny situation and my fervent 
endeavors* I expressly declare to be fully aware that ay case and my 
wish represent an example for a greet many othara in this oo u ntr y who 
think exactly as X do* 

/ this mas the letter which was intercepted 27 tinea and later discove- 
red after being melted into gloss tab#*/ 

• *•* In order v.o expedite my return home, X will have recourse only to 
you and the IfiC /International Had Cross/* X shell also rely only on 
the Control Council* This agency has the charge of the Oexman nation and 
its o o noe rm* within Germany and abroad* X have no intention of applying 
to local Legations of tto eastern Bower* or other foreign States. Such 

a move on ny part might wall be taken very much amine by the local <k>- 
varmont and X do not want to risk mact. s contingency* Apart from that, 
our ottitude is probably the reason why for months ovary step of ourw 
h»a boon watched over* *e are permitted to step out only under organised 
escort* and we are conveyed ell together, under escort, to and from our 
working place and to and from our domicile*. Many other things are dia- 
agreable and spoil our stay here* The s o ■called bm-aa rights are still 
constantly being interfered with* tie must therefore leave no stone un- 
tuned to obtain ay return* Please do write to the IBC In addition to 
ay letter requesting them to apply to tho Control Council! it le quite 
possible that my initiative from hare Is not sufficiently sure to bring 
mooes** 
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.... The letter to tho IRC net xith nany resistances an. left tfoccg./ 
only at th^ end of June through the good offices of e forei«sn Lega- 
tion* For incomprehensible reasons, ay comrades also made things dif- 
ficult* 

• ••• One hoe to be extreaely careful here* Absolutely everything is bo* 
log spied on* Life here is one in a police state of the .vorst sort. Th 
Hitler State could not be compared with it* *e are not trusted out of 
eight here* True, there is no lack of politeness, but ve meet xith dim- 
trust everywhere and in the hpghest degree. All our former Russian 
friends shun us ae such as possible and are visibly embarrassed when 
spoken to* They certainly have instructions from above to avoid any 
intercourse with us* In the Institute w# arc confined to ona small 
room and the library • Homings I always remark! M Here *c are again 
for eight hours In our prison cell" • For months we have not been allo- 
wed to go out alone* Always end everywhere an escort is present* let 
our identity cards state in writing that we are permitted to freely 
ve about the USSR* This is the purest mockery* At first our escort was 
recruited from the house- and kitchen personnel* How an Interpreter 
end three young girls speaking German have been charged with the task 



to stroll alone around the house in the evening* How long will this go 
on? The work teaks set to me afe small and Insignificant /only desk 
work/* As references. I have to rely upon my own memory and the Ideal 
librar y, that Is public literature f in addition, various file-material 
from LBuHA end other German booty. Russian sources are being nnxtoulhy 
concealed or withheld. Any insight into the Russian chemical industry 
is being obstructed or at least veiled. In other words, ons comes to 
know nothing* At present I know just as little about It as a year end 
e half ego* Therefore my presence here is completely unnecessary-even 
wrong, because X could with the material on hand do better work in Lap* 
ns whore X oould interrogate their experts* Here X am not permitted to 
have any exchange of ideas with local experts* Such objections, hovevo; 
fall on deaf ears in the higher-up places* The spiritual muscling of 
tbs natives by the government can not be imagined* In comparison, ve 
In the Ml State were e truly free people* There can be no question 
here of s true democracy, as X had Imagine d it* Here there reigns a 
party despotism which Is much worse than the one ve fooaorly had under 
Hitler* Our human rights and whatever claims ve con deduct fi on thorn, 
ere not bo ins considered* Hot a single one of the do cone of requests 
end complaints have so far received e reply* *e ere nothing but regular 
civilian prisoners, at the mercy of governmental arbitrariness. X no 
■ore believe in the possibility of our voluntary release by the Govern- 
ment for repatriation* One will probably have to wait until regular 
liberation from the outside happens* A lot of patience will be needed 
for that* 

This is the end of the repetition of the many letters which time 
and again were intercepted and with which I was reproaches by the Mi- 
nistry in Moscow* 

,,,, As soon ss you observe that the political -tuatlon la pointing 
towards war end there is an urgent danger of war, see that you disap- 
pear f tom Leune- that Is ay urgent advice. The Russians are ortreaely 
unreliable end mendeclousl They will probably draft into military ser- 
vice ell young men# Remarks in that sense have already been made here* 
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Our countrymen who are civilian Internes here, are also to be draf- 
ted. rfbet will happen co ua in that case is totally obscure. There- 
fore go Vest, as moon as things begin to look bad. 

• ••« I hare no rights of any kind here. Dozens of requests addressed 
to top administrations, Ministries and the Superior Council of Minis- 
ters, haae elftclted no answer , either verbal or written. The letters 
which I have always sent registered, reach their destination, but there 
Is m reaction to th*m.Xevenhelese I continue writing. 1 express my- 
self very Unreservedly, I ask rather awkward questions, 1 appeal to 
the such-praleed human righta of which the efficient Mr. Vyshinsky can 
not sty enough In the U2f Aasemhly. All this, however, la nothing but 
theory. In practice the Russians feel absolutely unfettered by obli- 
gations of any kind* This is entirely in line with the national cha- 
racter of • people who lgnorw the notion of "love of truth" end are 
basically mendacious. 1 consider with my comrade s that we axe in a 
particularly bed situation, since we do not know what la going to 
happen to ns and can learn nothing in spite of rwp«ated inquiries. In 
this respect our situation Is worms than that of the worst convict. 
Tvery prisoner, every person detained, including prisoners of war, is 
informed about the duration of hie detention. Be knows that after so 
many years he will be set free, and ha has prospects to shorten his 
detention an d speed his release by good conduct. As, however, have 
been deprived of our liberty without any indication of reasons for 
each punlshacnti end without any Indication as to how long this de- 
privation la to be continued. Where we ere, good v/pxfc Is making us in- 
dispensable en d yet produce e results contrary to what ordinary priso- 
ners obtain- our detention la being prolonged. Is this not insane? 

That is whet this State, allegedly the f reseat in the world, calls 
Democracy) One could laugh about it, were one not rather inclined to 
weop, an d no end to this state of af fairs can be perceived. 

Mlf Sven the old mother of Frau Dr. Frdhllch who is over ?G years old 
end ailing | was refused her return by the Russian Government without 
any indication of reasons. Bom often hove £ requested, verbally and 
In writlx^N mr rotur® brae ** well ee home leavel All petitions and 
requests, to Ministries and higher up, remain without reply. 

tfe are not even permitted to go outside a radius of 5 kilometers, 
but I disregard this rule. 1 have already had sore then one discus- 
sion on this matter. Since the fall of 19*7 1 am nursing plane to es- 
cape, but we are so much spied upon end watched over thnt escape Is 
practically top* Lea a. ffevertheless, I am continuously watching out 
for an opportunity to get sway with forged Identification papers, be- 
cause the R n m sians will not let us go beiore 5-5 years. Only diploma- 
tic or war motion can liberate ua from this desperate prison.... 

My life here is very anno to nous, iork-wh.ch 1 b pure deak work- 
starts day in, day out at 0900 hours. *e sit fiv* of us in a small 
ream with primitive wooden tables and on hard ordinary chairs. There 
for two end e half years we have been writ log reports from neoory 
without auxiliary means. Literary assistance Is ecarce, ee well as 




all other natcrial. e have to tronaacrlbe theae reports oursel- 
ves on our own typewriter. This* *ith a punctual stop of one 
hour for the aldday meal, is our life in the office, .'hat i he 
joyless existence of the Soviet Indus trial slaves. 
irle«fi f indicated in I&J Ean~ and per kilogram, are » hard SHuaage 
130-1/6, riot roasted coffee 155—170* cocoa 390* t a 400, 

"*t 70-^0, oil 60-80, Urd 120, ham UO, sugar 30-40. 

Consumer goods rices* shoes 600-70 , bo to 10 >0-25 • K silk sto- 
ck ia^s 80-100, cloth for cults 600-1000. 

You have no idea of the Incredible poverty everywhere here. 

I have to make ay own drawings $ In nhort, I have to co things 
which I did not have to do even as a young chemist, let alone ~h«n 
i ess department chief and later director. Conditions here and al- 
oo in Ho scow /which Id not a bit better off/ are so poorly as we 
could not imagine them In Gexm&ny even when tinea were nt their 
worst* julto everything hore is In abort supply. Th:* only things 
in which wo Germane are not lacking are food and clothes. Our 
living quarters are princely compared to those of the Russian*, 
fbere Is also an ides that we receive incredibly high pay. espe- 
cially X* However, when you compere prices to thn purchasing po- 
wer or the Ruble, X am earning lass than what I had /In Germany/ 
attar the last t ran endow* reduction and the anorooua tax deduc- 
tions. The only advantage Z have la the exchange rate of the Uark. 
Thla explain* why X am able to send you sufficient money* If you 
were here with ma* we should have to calculate very, very closely. 

Poverty here is gigantic, hiving conditions are dreadful, evorr fa- 
mily has normally only one room and muet share the kitchen with 
others. Incomes are very low. There la little order anywhere. Sa- 
nitary conditions are devastating, host ordinary people poaaeaa 
no bedstead* Many have to sleep In one bed with others. As to 

f oods, ususlly most of them are unobtainable or bad, than midden- 
y everything can bo had for a time. Payment of wages is very Ir- 
regular* There Is a lot of starvation and dirt. The few better- 
situated people have no manners and oo culture. Thla town has 
one second-rate bo vis, nothing else* Social intercourse with the 
population Is being prevented* There Is no freedom of conscience 
or speech* The people are eo intimidated that all thla talk about 
the f reseat country on earth is a complete mockary. There are a 
greet many natives In penitentiaries. 

,,,, Rvomlaa officers whom I knew in Leuna, look the other may when 
they most me, as if they did not know mm; there have, however, 
bean some exception*. Invitations do not exist, of course. *e ne- 
ver hear anything about ou^ reports, ho one Is asking us anything 
about thesu Such coalitions. X soy. are unimaginable. One has to 
defend oneself with an elephants skin* 

Work on the plant is very much in arrears. It 1? planned to 
become a *eoo nd Leuaa. Almost *11 the aggregates which were dim* 
gentled in Iomna* are here in Inmans# depots of machinery on a 
needev matter the open sky where the materiel Is steadily deterio- 
rating through atmospheric influences, while a good deal of it Is 
being stolen or transformed into kitchen utensils clandestinely. 

Tat nothing la available and there are shortages everywhere. 







It we are really to complete the task of gettlhg to* plant to 
the piodnctlon stage, we must hold out here for another t-*o or 
throe years, Meanwhile a groat many pooplo among tha Ileal po- 
pulation ax* hoping for a war tad a change in State leadership* 
Considerable numbers of the people ere dissatisfied with the pro- 
sent government because poverty and governs ante 1 terror are great* 
The people are frightened* due to severe punishment dealt out 
oven for minor offenses* Ttiose of ns who are In ftubeshnajs are 
not allowed Inside the plant* They are brought under escort to 
tholr laboratories end back from there to the factory gates when- 
ce they go hone In s closer, has* I think that we here, the other 
jovlot Industrial slave a, will suffer the sane fate none day* 

Tou wo Id not believe the suspicion which reigns here* nor 
coul you imagine the complicated system of miperrision and spy- 
ing applied to us* This system han been built un to the last de- 
tail and requires an 1— ns# apparatus and a colossal number of 
people. £ach letter of mins is read most aloutely* 

• *«• Now about sons thing else concerning the possibility of mar* 

As soon os nigna of an imminent war are discernible . Bans must 
get awoy to a s&fo place f because the *utiani are likely to draft 
his* .*© must not risk that* since that would be the and of his 
freedom* He aunt by ell means escape thet fate* In case of a mar 
do not vorry about me* The local inhabitants feel kindly about 
us Gomans and will do nothing to ua. They would not oven let us 
ouf or privations* The important thing la that in case of war we 
renoin here* This, of course, la apt certain, ao let us hope for 
the beet* It is important that Hans und r any oiroumatanoas avoids 
aervioa in tha Rod Army* -angling and irregular it lea are the rule 
here, everything la disgusting sad repulsive* One must mistrust 
everything from tha Russians* Only the country people are 

harmless and nice* 

Tou can tranilt all my news, even the secret ones, to Dr. 

A* in all details 4 If you want to* word by vor** . -hat I told you 
aro unadorned facts, neither die figured nor ^uggera ted. There is 
no haim in their beoomlng known, on tha coatiery* Therefore ex- 
plain to him that everything is told h*re according to the truth* 
and that he can believe everything* Ask hr* a. on my behalf to as- 
sist you In writing to tbs til* One must repeatedly inform the 01 
that we prisoners urgently want to go home, but that all applica- 
tions remain without reply* See to it that such letters da not 
get into the shads of the Russians* I have now had ay well -sub- 
stantia ted reaumst for horns leave refused* although X offered to 
pledge my word of honor that 1 would return* However* since the 
Fu mT-h word of honor has no value here, I suppose that min* is 
ere lasted equally* I wrote a violant letter to tha state Govern- 
ment* Tou will seon receive a copy ox' it* 

eomntly I wrote already that one should try, with tha halo 
oi Dr* A., to create at the til a clear knowledge of tha real condi- 
tions here sud the standpoint at home, as regards our return* 
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-ois la what X pnnMQ! 

1* X suppose that the .-iastlon Gov^rnnetit Jce*pc repeating over 
there bow Inportent we ere to then. rh « truth le that our esrfc 
la so secondary end le to each an enoieoiu extent suffering 
from leek of confidents that nothing uuoful ear cone out or It* 
since we ere never informed. *c an t retted so spies end sabo- 
teur* and ere pres Ically prisoner* kept In a -golden cage". 

4 1 <e cost! need that the Russian Gove me on t loses no opportu- 
nity to declare In f out of the U5 how well -a are here end hew 
fabulously we axw being treated. X un confined in this opinion 
by the surprise - w ith which *e soot continuously - at our isp e- 
tleut usslre to return h oboj we arc told that: our life is much 
better here then et hone* that >? have plenty to set and to 
drink* live well end era being paid nnen better wages then the 
Ru— lee experts of the sene professional aloes. Seeing the pt* 
vwrty hero* ell this Is oor^cet. However, not long ego 1 replied 
to wLllossor who node such observations, that Germans mine the 
Ideal elds of life higher then the material one. In usterlalln* 
tie Runels* however, there It no ooeprehanaion for such s point 
of view* The til ere kept In the belief that wo do not wish et 
ell to return. that wo live better than we ever did before. The 
Russians still figure that a good easy of us Germans will got 
acclimatised end rone 1 n ■ It la possible that tho US will be die* 
ps^sed to believe the Su* leas. They can hear nothing directly 
from ve* as everything le being intercepted* 

Svory sn* of sy letters Is reed. I wonder whether letters 
57 end 40 will reach yon. X sent eeples of violent requests to 
sovesaeent agencies /rmiiti these letters did not arrive I/, 
uo pleese white te the til with Br.A.e support. If they are net 
Informed from hone* they will never learn the truth, from the 
^assist elds they oertelnly get nothing hut lies* 
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